Source of material 2-Ethyl-4,5-imidazoledicarboxylica cid (0.055 g, 0.3 mmol), Co(CH 3 CH 2 COO) · 4H 2 O( 0.050 g, 0.2 mmol) and NaOH (0.004 g, 0.5 mmol) were added to water (10 ml) in aTeflon-lined stainless steel reactor. The mixture was heated at 403 Kfor 4d and then slowly cooled down to room temperature. Pink blockshaped crystals of the title compound were obtained.
Discussion
The design and synthesis of supramolecular polymeric networks, especially those constructed by hydrogen bonding and intermolecular weak interactions are af ield of rapid growth due to their special physical properties and potential application in functional materials [1] [2] [3] [4] . 2-Ethyl-4,5-imidazoledicarboxylate acid attracted our attention because (a) it has two carboxyl groups which may be completely or partially deprotonated, inducing rich coordination modesa nd allowing interesting structures with higher dimensions;(b) it can act not only as ahydrogen bond acceptor but also as ahydrogen bond donor, depending upon the degree of deprotonation [5, 6] . In the title crystal structur, there are two hydrogen 2-ethyl-4,5-imidazoledicarboxylate, two water molecules and ac olbat(II) cation. The Co(II) atom is six-coordinated by two nitrogen atoms, two carboxylate oxygen atoms from two hydrogen 2-ethyl-4 (7) 0.0511(9) −0.0006(6) 0.0040 (7) −0.0267 ( 
